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Dear Professor Samuel and Independent Review Panel,
I would like to make a submission into the 2019-2020 Independent Review of the
EPBC Act. This submission will cover the issues I see with how the EPBC Act fails to
protect the environment, especially matters of national environmental significance;
the lack of community consultation under the current Act; and what needs to change
to ensure the EPBC Act works as it was intended.
My name is Alarna Twight. I was born in a coastal area of Australia and have always
had a close relationship with the outdoors – from swimming and surfing at the beach,
to bushwalking, camping and enjoying other parts of Australia reached after long car
trips – Phillip Island, Mallacoota, the Great Ocean Road; the Blue Mountains region
and all of coastal NSW; Noosa. We now live on the edge of urban rainforest,
surrounded by trees and birdcalls, lizards, snakes – you name it.
I can’t say what I love the most – in Australia, we are so lucky to live alongside the
natural world. One of our favourite family spots is Crescent Head – the bush by the
sea. It’s rugged, empty and largely untouched. We’ve spent many years camping
here and it’s always a welcome respite from the daily grind. I’ve always love looking
for koalas in the eucalyptus trees in the national park and now my children do, too.
Occasionally we see one and it feels like finding a national treasure. We were there
during the summer bushfires of 2019-20 and spotted a baby koala with its mother
high up in a tree. I was sickened with dread. The bush was tinder dry and all I could
do was pray that no fire would hit this area as these precious creatures would be like
sitting ducks.
We have watched the highway bypass link city-to-city between Sydney, Newcastle,
Port Macquarie and beyond. I can see the benefit of this infrastructure upgrade, but
seeing the forest destruction is still devastating.
It is even worse to hear of deforestation in the Tarkine rainforest of Tasmania by
international corporations looking for woodchip or expensive ‘rare’ timbers1. Logging
in bushfire-hit areas of NSW without first undertaking examination of the flora and
fauna species that are under threat is mindless2, especially when the economic and
environmental negatives outweigh the positives. Land-clearing under the Liberal
Government in NSW is so high it triggered a secret internal review, and has
continued unabated even after the bushfires scorched more than 5 million hectares
of land3. Seeing the Great Barrier Reef mass-bleach due to ocean-warming4, while
Australia engages in climate-wrecking activity makes me lose trust in the
government and the EPBC altogether. Meanwhile, the Coalition government is still
trying to lure oil corporations back to the Great Australian Bight, instead of seeking to
protect it5 – even after the community uproar and subsequent backtrack of
Norwegian oil giant, Equinor, from the region.
Australia cannot return to business as usual after the catastrophic 2019-2020
summer bushfires. The current EPBC laws and policies that have failed wildlife over
decades and done little to address the climate crisis can’t be relied on to help us
recover after the bushfires.
Some recommendations are:
1

•

Create a new National Environment Act that makes the Federal Government lead
our country’s nature protections; contains real safeguards against extinction,
including ending the destruction of endangered species habitat; and sets out clear
rights of appeal and consultation for communities.

•

Develop and implement recovery plans for threatened species, which the Act has
largely failed to do in its 20 years.

•

Establish an independent National Environment Commission to ensure we develop a
fit-for-purpose, coordinated national (state and federal) system of environmental
protections and policy responses necessary to support restoration of our
environment to health and ensure regulatory resilience to future impacts, publicly
report every year on the impact of conservation action and funding, and show clearly
whether natural values are recovering.

•

Establish an independent Environment Protection Agency to act as watch-dog over
government, and ensure our laws are properly enforced.

•

Ensure that sufficient money, people and resources are put in place so that nature
can recover.

•

Ensure a central role for community, with guaranteed rights and participation in
planning and decision-making.

Thank you for your consideration of my submission. If you wish to contact me about
the contents of my submission I can be reached
.
Sincerely,
Alarna Twight
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